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Trace Abbreviations

Appendix 1A: Accepted Abbreviations - Trace Evidence Unit

The following abbreviations are acceptable for use in case file documentation in the Trace Evidence Unit.

Abbreviations that are common such as those found in dictionaries, may not necessarily be listed but are 
acceptable to be used in the case record documentation.

 

ABBREVIATION Meaning Or Definition

1:1 One to One, Natural Size

2D, 2-D Two Dimensional

3D, 3-D Three Dimensional

4 For

' Foot

- Negative

" Inch

# Number

% Percentage

& And

... Etc.

// Parallel

@ At

(three dots in a triangle 
pattern)

Therefore

~, ≈, APPROX. Approximately / Approximately Equal To
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+ Positive

< Less Than

<< Much Less Than

= Equals

> Greater Than

>> Much Greater Than

≠ Not Equal

≤ Less Than or Equal To

≥ Greater Than Or Equal To

┴ Perpendicular

1ST First

ABS. Absorbance

ACIDEX Acid Extract

ADDL Additional

AF1, AFI Air Force I

AKA Also Known AS

APP Apparent / Apparently

AS Autosampler

ASSOC Association; Associated

ATMOB Atmosphere/Oven Blank

ATH, ATHL Athletic

ATM Atmosphere

AV Aperture priority
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B & C Brightness & Contrast 

B + W, B & W Black and White

B/B Sealed Brown Paper Bag

BASEX Basic Extract

BCBB, B/C/B/B Brown Cardboard Box

BETW, BTWN, B/T Between

BF Bright Field

B-F Button Front

BIREFRING Birefringence / Birefingent

BLD Blood

BLK Black

BLU Blue

BP Bridgeport

BPB Brown Paper Bag

C (WITH LINE ACROSS 
THE TOP)

With

CAL Caliber

CB Color Balance 

CBB, C/B/B Cardboard Box

C/C Center to Center

CIA Consumed In Analysis

COC Chain of Custody 

COL Collect(Ed) or Column

COMM Communication
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COMM LOG Communication Log

COMP SCOPE, CSCOPE, 
C-SCOPE

Comparison Microscope

COMP Compensator

CONT Containing

CONT'D Continued

CR Case Record

CRP Crop 

CS Creative Suite

CT Control Or Negative Control Sample

CW OIL Cedarwood Oil

D (CIRCLED) Derivative / Derivative Evidence

DART Direct Analysis In Real Time (Ms)

DEG Degree(s)

DELUST Delustering / Delustrant

DI H2O Dionized Water 

DIFF Different / Diffuse

DIG Digital

DISSIM,or DISS. Dissimilar

DK. Dark

DOE Disposition Of Evidence

D/S Driver Side

E Elimination

EIP Extracted Ion Profile
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EL Evidence Locker

ENV Envelope

ER, E.R. Evidence Received

ESL Electrostatic Lift

ESP Especially

EV, EVID Evidence

EX Exam / Examine / Examined

EXT Exterior or Extract(s) 

F/S Forensic Scientist

FA, F.A. Firearms / Forensic Advantage

FCC Fired Cartridge Case

FL, FLUOR Fluorescence

FP Filter Paper

FR or FRNT Front

FRAG Fragment Or Fragmentation

FTIR Fourier Transform Infrared Spectrophotometer

u-FTIR Micro Fourier Transform Infrared Spectrophotometer (utilizing the 
microscope accessory)

FTWR, FW Footwear

FWI Footwear Impression

GAL Gallon

GC Gas Chromatography

GCMS or GC/MS or GC-MS Gas Chromatograph Mass Spectrometry

GCMSNEG Gas Chromatograph Mass Spectral Analysis Did Not Show The 
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Presence Of Any Ignitable Liquids

GRIM Glass Refractive Index Measurement System

HPD Heavy Petroleum Distillate

HPLC High Performance Liquid Chromatography

HPP Heavy Petroleum Product

H/S, H-S, HS Heat-Sealed

HSNB Heat Sealed Nylon Bag

HSPB Heat Sealed Plastic Bag

H-T High Top

I/I Inside to Inside

I/O Inside to Outside

I/S Inside

IC Ion Chromatography

ID, ID'D Identified / Identification

IL Ignitable Liquid

ILR Ignitable Liquid Residue(s)

ILRC Ignitable Liquid Reference Collection

IMP Impression

INC Inconclusive / Incomplete

INT Interior

IR Infrared Spectrophotometer or Infrared Spectroscopy

IRC Individual Random Characteristic

IRR, IRREG Irregular
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K, KN Known(s) / Known Sample

L Length / Left

L (CIRCLED) Laboratory Origin / Collected By The Lab

L/T, L-T Lint Tape / Lint Taped

LAB Labeled

LG Large

LGC Lab Generated Control.

LP, L.P. Latent Prints

LPD Light Petroleum Distillate

LPP Light Petroleum Product

L-S Long Sleeve

LT Left / Light / Lieutenant

L-T Low Top

LVLS Levels

M/C/E Manila Coin Envelope

MAG Magnification

MAN Manila

MAT, MATL Material

MED. Medium

MENV Manila Envelope

MESS Message

MPD Medium Petroleum Distillate

MPP Medium Petroleum Product
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MS Mass Spectrometer; Mass Spectrometry

MSP Microspectrophotometry

MSP EVID BAG Michigan State Police Evidence Bag

MTD Mounted

MULT. Multiple

NA No Analysis/ Not Analyzed

N/A Not Applicable; No Analysis; Not Analyzed

N/R, NR No Reaction / Not Remarkable

N2 Freezer / Liquid Nitrogen Storage

NB, N/B Nylon Bag

NE Not Examined

NEC Necessary

NEG Negative

NFAN No Further Analysis Needed

NFP Nothing Forensically Probative

NOEV Nothing of Evidentiary Value

NTATT Not Tested At This Time

OEM Original Equipment Manufacturer (Original Finish in Reference to 
Paint)

O/I Outside to Inside

O/O Outside to Outside

O/S Outside

OBJ Objective

OGMC One Gallon Metal Can
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OQMC One Quart Metal Can

OR, OBJ. REPOS. Object Repository

P Piece

PASS Passenger (side)

PC Piece

P.D. Police Department

PDQ; PDQi Paint Data Query

P/P Paper Packet

PB Plastic Bag Containing

PERP Perpendicular

PFWI Partial Footwear Impression

PIG Pigmentation

PKG Package

PLM, POL SCOPE, 
PSCOPE

Polarized Light Microscope

POS. Positive

POSS. Possible

PR Property Room / Property Receipt (When Followed By A Number) / 
Pair

PREV Previous

PROC Process(Ed)

PROP Property

P/S Passenger Side

PT Proficiency Test
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PT# Property Tag #

Q Questioned / Question / Question Sample

QNS Quantity Not Sufficient

QT. Quart

RAC Randomly Acquired Characteristic(s) 

RT Retention Time

R, RT Right

R-B Red-Brown

RBS Red-brown Staining

RFLE Request For Laboratory Examination

REF Reference / Refer

REL Relationship

REM Remove / Removed

RI Refractive Index

RM Room

ROE Results Of Examination

RX Reaction

S Sealed

S, SUSP Suspect

S.D. Sheriff's Department / Standard Deviation

S.O. Sheriff's Office

SBB Sealed Brown Bag

SME Sealed Manila Envelope / Small Manila Envelope
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SBPB Sealed Brown Paper Bag / Small Brown Paper Bag

SE Sealed Envelope

SEC Secured

SEM Scanning Electron Microscopy

SEM-EDS Scanning Electron Microscopy-Energy Dispersive Xray

SICAR Shoeprint Image Capture and Retrieval

SIM. Similar

SL Slight / Slightly

SM Small

SNB Sealed Nylon Bag

SOE Sign Of Elongation

SP/S State Police Specialist

SPB Sealed Plastic Bag

S-S Short Sleeve

SSCOPE, S-SCOPE Stereomicroscope Used For Examination

ST State / Street

ST, STN Stain

STD Standard

STEREO Stereoscope

SUB Submission; Submitted

SUPP Supplemental / Support

SURF Surface / Work Area

SYN Synthetic
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SYS System

SYSBLK System Blank

T Taped

TD Tread Design

TEMP Temperature

TL Tapelift

TLC Thin Layer Chromatography

TOT Turned Over To / Total

TR Trace

TRANS Transfer / Transport / Transmittance

TT Tire Track

Tv Shutter priority

TW Tire Width

TWP Township

TX Telephone Call

u-FTIR Micro-Fourier Transform Infrared Spectrophotometer

UNDIFF Undifferentiated

UNK Unknown

UV Ultraviolet

u-XRF Micro Xray Fluorescence

V, VICT, VIC Victim

V., VS. Versus

V.M. Voice Mail
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VIS Visible

W Width, Weak

W/ With

WRT With Respect To

W/B/E White Business Envelope

W/O Without

WHT, WH White

WK Weak

WP Waveplate

WPENV White Paper Envelope

WPP, W/P/P White Paper Packet

X Magnification / Times By

X-POL; XP Crossed Polars/Crossed Polarized Light

XRF Xray Fluorescence

YEL, YELL Yellow

Z-F, Z/F Zipper Front

Z-L, Z/L Zip Lock bag


