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This procedure is most often utilized by laboratory personnel who assist investigations of fires of 
suspected incendiary origin by analyzing samples of fire debris for the presence of ignitable liquid 
residues.  Its scope is limited to ignitable liquids of the kind most frequently encountered in arson cases of 
record, namely, liquid petroleum products of high fluidity and wide boiling range.  Examples are gasoline, 
kerosene (no. 1 fuel oil) and diesel fuel (no. 2 fuel oil).  Other examples include paint thinners, charcoal 
starters, lamp oils, and Coleman fuel.

This method can also be utilized at any time that the identification of an unknown possible ignitable 
petroleum liquid is requested, regardless of the scope of the investigation.


